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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves





Barry Probin

John Green

Martin Stewart
County and City Councillors: Councillor Stephen Thompson
Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

13 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Daniel Guise. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
25/26 062 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 15th September and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillor Bamber declared an interest in Item 16

Councillors Paul and Maureen Entwistle declared an interest in items 17 and 19

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A number of issues were raised by the public as follows:

Beech Tree Newsham Hall Lane
The Lengthsman has identified a dead Beech Tree on Newsham Hall Lane, which will fall into the road at some point – This has been reported but no action has been taken.  The Clerk will make a further report to LCC Highways.

Childrens Home – Moss Lane Catforth
This change is being made via a certificate of lawfulness, in this process the Parish Council is not a consultee.  Residents are advised to write to the planning department if they have concerns about the application.

Accident at M55 Junction 2

A resident noted that there had been at least 1 serious accident at Junction 2 on the M55 where a car had travelled across the westbound roundabout and into an adjacent field.  It was felt that the street lighting not being turned on may have contributed to the accident.  The Clerk will approach LCC Highways to ask about switching on the street lights.
5 EAST IRISH SEA PROJECT

The East Irish Sea project is at a fairly early stage, with 2 potential routes to the substation at Penwortham being considered.  The routes currently consist of wide corridors of land (about 1 km Wide) within which the cables will be located.  There is no certainty as yet as to whether undergrounding or pylons will be used, although discussions in the consultation sessions suggested that only undergrounding was being considered.

25/26 063 The Council resolved to pursue the following actions.

i. Investigate the use of a consultant to assist with raising objections to the proposals.
ii. Contact other Parish Councils along the Northern route, to see how they are responding and whether some cooperative working is possible.
6 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

Councillor Bamber confirmed that a new plan has been prepared which includes a larger play area and the route for the path has been altered.  The proposal requires approval from Fields in Trust before it can proceed.  A meeting is being arranged with the Preston City Council parks manager to better understand how Fields in Trust approval is gained.

25/26 064 The Council Resolved to approve expenditure of £450 plus VAT for the fees to make a Fields in Trust application.

7 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING

The Catforth Traffic Calming Working Group has now completed 7 consultation sessions in Catforth with the residents to better understand what they would like to see in the village in terms of speed limits and measure to ensure those limits are adhered to.  2 further consultation sessions with the School will take place later in the week. An interim report setting out the results of the consultation with residents was circulated to members of the public and councillors.

The Parish Council agreed that as an early measure we would look at the installation of SPIDs on Catforth Road to better advise motorists of the speed limits and their speed and to provide data to inform the design of the broader scheme.  The Clerk will arrange for LCC Road Safety to recommend the proposed locations so that a proposal can be brought forward to a future meeting for approval.
8 COMMUNITY GARDEN REFURBISHMENT

The paths on the Community Garden are showing signs of deterioration.  A quotation was not available for this meeting, so will be brought forward to a future meeting.

9 CANAL BRIDGE 31
The Canals and Rivers Trust are carrying out some swept path analysis to demonstrate the maximum size of vehicles that can be accommodated on the bridge.  Once this is complete they will seek agreement from LCC Highways to physically limit the size of vehicles in line with this analysis.  It is hoped that the bridge will be open before Christmas.  The bridge is currently only open to pedestrians and pedal cycles.
10 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1st September – 30th September
25/26 065 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled, and signed copies.
The End of September Balances were:

Current Account    £40,645.73
CCLA Account      £450,000
October CIL Payment will be £34,483.14.
These funds will be left in the Unity Trust Account to support purchases over the remainder of the financial year.
11 QUARTER 2 OUTTURN
25/26 066 Councillors endorsed the Quarter 2 financial Outturn and the projection that:
1. Income is likely to run in line with budget
2. Spending is likely to run well within budget
12 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 15 Sept 2025
25/26 067 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the September meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	October payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Bank Service Charge September
	Unity Trust Bank
	£7.80
	Ref 81

	Card Service Charge Sept
	Unity Trust Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 82

	Donation to Catforth Toddler Group
	Hayley Mahon
	£500.00
	Ref 83

	LanPac Membership
	LANPAC Ltd
	£60.00

	Ref 84

	Lengthsman Weeks 24-27
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 85

	Lengthsman Materials
	Lengthsman
	£65.05
	Ref 86

	Community Garden
	Lengthsman
	£300.00
	Ref 87


13 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

25/26 068 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk Oct 2025
	£68.11
	DD
	Ref 88

	Clerk Salary Oct 2025
	£836.82
	BACs
	Ref 89

	HMRC PAYE Oct 2025
	£617.19
	BACs
	Ref 90

	Employer National Insurance Oct 2025
	£161.39
	BACs
	Ref 91

	Rental Of Catforth Village Hall for Consultations (12, 19 Sept, 10 Oct)
	£150.00
	BACs
	Ref 92

	Parish Rooms Rental 20 Oct 2025
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 93

	Parish Church Donation for wall repair
	£4,500.00
	BACs
	Ref 94

	Catforth Village Hall (Carol Concert Refreshments)
	£25.00
	BACs
	Ref 95

	Purchase card Payment (Stamps for Newsletter)
	£525.00
	DD
	Ref 96


14 WOODPLUMPTON SIGNS
A quote is being obtained for replacement of the current damaged signs. This will be presented to the Council once available.

The Council was supportive of installing nicer signs around the villages within the Parish.  The view was that Woodplumpton and Eaves should be considered now, with Catforth being considered once any traffic calming works are completed.

There was uncertainty whether signs should be considered in the Bartle area as the boundaries of those settlements are not clearly defined.

15 EAVES IMPROVEMENTS
LCC Highways visited Eaves to look at the state of the roads and verges.  LCC Highways agreed that the state of the traffic island between Eaves Lane and Brierley Lane was unacceptable and that they would carry out the necessary repairs.  

LCC Highways confirmed that the verges are not in their ownership therefore they have no objection to work being undertaken on the verges.  This confirmation means that it is possible to undertake improvement works in the village.
25/26 069 Members approved the principle of providing financial support to undertake improvement works in the village of Eaves.
16 REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM ST ANNES CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON

A request for funding in the sum of £4,500.00 has been received.  Details of the reason for the request are included in the attached papers.

25/26 070 Members approved the payment of £4,500 to Woodplumpton Parish Church to support the repairs to the front wall.
17 REQUEST FROM CATFORTH VILLAGE HALL TO SUPPORT REFRESHMENTS AT THE CAROL CONCERT

The village hall is seeking a grant of £25.00 to pay for refreshments at the Carol Concert.

25/26 071 Members approved the payment for refreshments and confirmed that this is a budgeted item that does not require approval each year.
18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
25/26 072 Members are considered and approved the attached delegated comments for September 2025. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
Members reviewed the paper setting out Expected CIL payments over the coming years 

25/26 073 The Council endorsed the 3 recommendations in the paper as follows:
1. Monitor the CIL amounts agreed for new developments, to provide a forward forecast of the funds WPC will receive. (Note this will require the Clerk to seek details of how the CIL amounts are calculated by PCC, to ensure that we are being paid correctly)
2. Commence planning how the larger amounts can be invested in infrastructure within the Parish.

3. Set a timeline for the preparation of a follow on neighbourhood plan, to ensure that the larger CIL payments are secured into the future.

19 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 3 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for a number of months) – No response to the Clerk’s request for a meeting to discuss next steps.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Actively being worked on.
It is very unlikely that the Linear Park will come forward within the timeframe that we have to spend existing CIL funds (a copy of the CIL money age assessment has been circulated).  The Orchard Play Area and Hayfield Park may be delivered in the required timescales.
Councillor Stephen Thompson agreed to facilitate a meeting with PCC planning to progress the Linear Park.

CIL spending for 2025/6 to date is £10,300 compared to income this year of £77,900, therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
25/26 074 The Council approved work to progress to install 5 SPIDs on William Young Way at a cost not exceeding £22,000.

The Clerk will now progress the next steps which are:

· Consultation with affected residents to ensure that there are no concerns.

· Purchase and installation of the posts from LCC Highways.

· Purchase and installation of the SPIDs

Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
25/26 075 The Parish Council were supportive of the concept of funding the installation of bus shelters in the Parish in locations that do not meet the criteria for LCC Bus Stops Team funding.

To progress this work the following actions will be undertaken

· The Clerk will investigate the process for the approval and installation of Bus Shelters.

· Councillors will identify any locations across the Parish where they would like Bus Stops/Bus Shelters to be installed.

· A costed proposal will be brought forward for approval at a future meeting.

Refurbishment of the Canal Towpath

25/26 076 The Parish Council were supportive of the concept of funding the refurbishment of the Canal Towpath to provide a community asset.

Further evaluation work will now take place with the Canals and Rivers Trust to bring forward a costed proposal to a future meeting.

Support for the Refurbishment of the Catforth Village Hall Play Area.

25/26 077 The Parish Council confirmed that in principle the Council would be willing to fund any shortfall between the cost of the works and the level of grant funding that can be obtained.
Once the play area has been designed and costed and the availability of grant funding is fully known a costed proposal will be brought forward for approval at a future meeting.

20 BENCHES ALONG THE CANAL

The Canal and Rivers Trust have now collected the benches, so we expect them to be installed shortly.
21 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
Remembrance wreaths will be available at the beginning of November.

22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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